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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

1 . The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claims 4 and 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

Regarding claims 4 and 15, "potential" is possibility of action and it is uncertain 
that steps following "potential" are executed, which makes scope of the claim indefinite. 
Thus, claims 4 and 15 are rejected. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 1 22(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

1. Claims 1-3,5-12, and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Novak et al (United States Patent Application Publication 2003/0097655), 
hereinafter referenced as Novak. 
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Regarding claim 1, Novak discloses system and method for providing 
conditional access to digital content. In addition, Novak discloses system, which 
illustrates various operations and transaction reads on claimed "effecting a transaction", 
as disclosed in paragraph 0081 , exhibited in figure 4-8, system comprising, 

each STB 102 may be coupled to the network 101 via a broadcast center 110. In 
the context of a cable television network, a broadcast center 110 may be embodied as a 
"head-end", which reads on claimed "a head-end, a communications network, and a 
receiver", wherein a broadcast center 1 10 reads on claimed "head-end", network 101 
reads on claimed "a communications network", and STB 102 reads on claimed "a 
receiver", as disclosed in paragraph 0052 

Each STB 102 may be integrated with a digital integrated receiver/decoder (IRD), 
which separates each channel, and decompresses and translates the digital signal from 
the satellite dish to be displayed by the television 104, furthermore Novak discloses 
transmission between broadcast centers 1 10 occurs upstream from a first broadcast 
center 1 10 to the network 101 and then downstream to a second broadcast center 110 
and downstream to a second STB 102, which reads on claimed "capable of receiving 
digital information, including content data from the head-end through the network, and 
of making the content data available to a user on a display device". Wherein, digital 
integrated receiver/decoder separates each channel, and decompresses and translates 
the digital signal from the satellite dish to be displayed by the television 104 reads on 
claimed "capable of receiving digital information", transmission between broadcast 
centers 110 occurs upstream from a first broadcast center 1 10 to the network 101 and 
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then downstream to a second broadcast center 1 1 0 and downstream to a second STB 
102 reads on claimed "including content data from the head-end through the network", 
and content is displayed on the television 104 reads on claimed "of making the content 
data available to a user on a display device", as disclosed in paragraphs 0053 and 
0060. 

STB 102 may include or be coupled to a smart card reader 305 for accessing 
digital information stored within a smart card or similar device, which reads on claimed 
"receiver further includes an interface to a subscriber secure device". Wherein STB 
reads on claimed "receiver", smart card reader 305 reads on claimed "interface to a 
subscriber secure device", as disclosed in paragraph 0074 

a user 402 may desire to view or listen to a specific program of digital content 
404, such as a movie, television show, musical performance, etc. The user 402 
specifies the desired content 404 via a user interface (not shown) displayed on the 
television 104, which reads on claimed "system having the capability to create a 
transaction token". Wherein, user is capable of requesting a content using the system 
reads on claimed "capability to create a transaction token", as disclosed in paragraph 
0082 

the request 409 may include a user identifier 602 (which may include identity 
credentials) and a content identifier 604. The user identifier 602 uniquely identifies the 
user 402, while the content identifier 604 uniquely describes or identifies the requested 
content 404. Furthermore, the authentication process may require the user 402 to enter 
additional information via the remote control 106, which reads on claimed "a first code 
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uniquely identifying the subscriber secure device, wherein the receiver is programmed 
to make the first code available on the display device". Wherein, a user identifier 602 
reads on claimed "a first code uniquely identifying the subscriber secure device", and 
user may require to enter addition information via the remote control 106, which 
requires user to view information through television 104 reads on claimed "the receiver 
is programmed to make the first code available on the display device", as disclosed in 
0089 and 0112 

The STB 102 may include or be coupled to a smart card reader 305 for 
accessing digital information stored within a smart card or similar device. Furthermore, 
the authentication process may require the user 402 to enter additional information via 
the remote control 106 or keyboard 108, such as a pass code or pass phrase, which 
reads on claimed "the system further includes a terminal for creating a transaction 
token, including an interface to a client secure device, wherein the terminal includes a 
user interface for entering the first code, and is arranged to create the transaction token 
from the entered first code in co-operation with the client secure device." Wherein, enter 
additional information via the remote control 106 or keyboard 108 reads on claimed 
"terminal for creating a transaction token", a smart card reader 305 reads on claimed 
"an interface to a client secure device", a pass code or pass phrase is enter by either a 
keyboard or remote control reads on claimed "terminal includes a user interface for 
entering the first code", in order for authentication process to be complete addition 
information is require by the user reads on claimed "create the transaction token from 
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the entered first code in co-operation with the client secure device", as disclosed in 
paragraphs 0074 and 0089. 

Regarding claim 2, Novak discloses everything claimed. In addition, Novak 
discloses system, which illustrates various operations and transaction reads on claimed 
"transaction", as disclosed in paragraph 0081, exhibited in figure 4-8, system 
comprising, 

each STB 102 may be coupled to the network 101 via a broadcast center 110. In 
the context of a cable television network, a broadcast center 110 may be embodied as a 
"head-end", which reads on claimed "a head-end, a communications network, and a 
receiver", wherein a broadcast center 110 reads on claimed "head-end", network 101 
reads on claimed "a communications network", and STB 102 reads on claimed "a 
receiver", as disclosed in paragraph 0052 

Each STB 102 may be integrated with a digital integrated receiver/decoder (IRD), 
which separates each channel, and decompresses and translates the digital signal from 
the satellite dish to be displayed by the television 104, furthermore Novak discloses 
transmission between broadcast centers 110 occurs upstream from a first broadcast 
center 1 10 to the network 101 and then downstream to a second broadcast center 110 
and downstream to a second STB 102, which reads on claimed "capable of receiving 
digital information, including content data from the head-end through the network, and 
of making the content data available to a user on a display device". Wherein, digital 
integrated receiver/decoder separates each channel, and decompresses and translates 
the digital signal from the satellite dish to be displayed by the television 104 reads on 
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claimed "capable of receiving digital information", transmission between broadcast 
centers 110 occurs upstream from a first broadcast center 1 10 to the network 101 and 
then downstream to a second broadcast center 110 and downstream to a second STB 
102 reads on claimed "including content data from the head-end through the network", 
and content is displayed on the television 104 reads on claimed "of making the content 
data available to a user on a display device", as disclosed in paragraphs 0053 and 
0060. 

STB 102 may include or be coupled to a smart card reader 305 for accessing 
digital information stored within a smart card or similar device, which reads on claimed 
"receiver further includes an interface to a subscriber secure device". Wherein STB 
reads on claimed "receiver", smart card reader 305 reads on claimed "interface to a 
subscriber secure device", as disclosed in paragraph 0074 

a user 402 may desire to view or listen to a specific program of digital content 
404, such as a movie, television show, musical performance, etc. The user 402 
specifies the desired content 404 via a user interface (not shown) displayed on the 
television 104, which reads on claimed "first code for creating a transaction token". 
Wherein, user is capable of requesting a content using the system reads on claimed 
"creating a transaction token", as disclosed in paragraph 0082 

the request 409 may include a user identifier 602 (which may include identity 
credentials) and a content identifier 604. The user identifier 602 uniquely identifies the 
user 402, while the content identifier 604 uniquely describes or identifies the requested 
content 404. Furthermore, the authentication process may require the user 402 to enter 
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additional information via the remote control 106, which reads on claimed "uniquely 
identifying the subscriber secure device, is made available to the user on the display 
device". Wherein, a user identifier 602 reads on claimed "uniquely identifying the 
subscriber secure device", and user may require to enter addition information via the 
remote control 106, which requires user to view information through television 104 
reads on claimed "is made available to the user on the display device", as disclosed in 
0089 and 0112 

Regarding claim 3, Novak discloses everything claimed (see claim 2), in 
addition, Novak discloses digital content 404, may be encapsulated within a request 
409, which is sent to the verification entity 406 via the network connection 408. In 
addition, Novak discloses authentication process may require the user 402 to enter 
additional information via the remote control 106 or keyboard 108, such as a pass code 
or pass phrase. Furthermore, Novak discloses the request 409 may include a user 
identifier 602 (which may include identity credentials) and a content identifier 604, which 
reads on claimed "second code, identifying a product to be ordered, and included in the 
content data, is made available to the user on the display device". Wherein, request 409 
includes content identifier 604 reads on claimed "second code, identifying a product to 
be ordered", digital content encapsulated within a request 409 reads on claimed "and 
included in the content data", and authentication process may require the user 402 to 
enter additional information via the remote control 106 or keyboard 108, which requires 
for information to be displayed on the television 104 reads on claimed "available to the 
user on the display device", as disclosed in paragraphs 0088,0089 and 01 12. 
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Regarding claim 5, Novak discloses everything claimed. In addition, claim 5 is 
interpreted and thus rejected for the reasons set forth above in the rejection of claims 1 
and 2. Thus claim 5 is rejected. 

Regarding claim 6, Novak discloses everything claimed (see claim 5), in 
addition , Novak discloses STB 102 may include or be coupled to a smart card reader 
305 for accessing digital information stored within a smart card. A smart card is a non- 
volatile memory device that may include, for instance, a microprocessor. The smart card 
reader 305 is used to read identification credentials, such as digital signatures, digital 
certificates, pass codes, pass phrases, biometric data, or the like, from a user's smart 
card in order to authenticate the user for viewing requested digital content, which reads 
on claimed "the subscriber secure device includes a further identification code, and is 
arranged to calculate the first code by encrypting the further identification code." 
Wherein, a smart card reads on claimed "subscriber secure device", smart card includes 
identification reads on claimed "identification code", and smart card stores identification 
credentials, such as digital signatures, digital certificates, pass codes, pass phrases, 
biometric data reads on claimed "arranged to calculate the first code by encrypting the 
further identification code", as disclosed in 0074. 

Regarding claim 7, Novak discloses everything claimed. In addition, Novak 
discloses system, the STB 102 may include or be coupled to a smart card reader 305 
for accessing digital information stored within a smart card or similar device. In addition, 
Novak discloses request 409 may include a user identifier 602 (which may include 
identity credentials) and a content identifier 604. The user identifier 602 uniquely 
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identifies the user 402, while the content identifier 604 uniquely describes or identifies 
the requested content 404. Furthermore, the authentication process may require the 
user 402 to enter additional information via the remote control 106 or keyboard 108, 
such as a pass code or pass phrase, which reads on claimed "a terminal for creating a 
transaction token, including an interface to a client secure device, and arranged to 
create a transaction token incorporating a first code, identifying a subscriber secure 
device, wherein the terminal includes a user interface for entering the first code, and is 
arranged to create the transaction token from the entered first code in co-operation with 
the client secure device." Wherein, enter additional information via the remote control 
106 or keyboard 108 reads on claimed "terminal for creating a transaction token", a 
smart card reader 305 reads on claimed "an interface to a client secure device". A 
request 409 reads on claimed "arrange to create a transaction token", user identifier 602 
reads on claimed "first code", and user identifier 602 reads on claimed "identifying 
subscribers secure device". A pass code or pass phrase is enter by either a keyboard or 
remote control reads on claimed "terminal includes a user interface for entering the first 
code", in order for authentication process to be complete addition information is require 
by the user reads on claimed "create the transaction token from the entered first code in 
co-operation with the client secure device", as disclosed in paragraphs 0074, 0089 and 
0112. 

Regarding claim 8, Novak discloses everything claimed (see claim 7), in 
addition, Novak discloses the STB 102 may include or be coupled to a smart card 
reader 305 for accessing digital information stored within a smart card or similar device. 



Application/Control Number: 10/655,943 Page 1 1 

Art Unit: 4115 

In addition, Novak discloses request 409 may include a user identifier 602 (which may 
include identity credentials) and a content identifier 604. The user identifier 602 uniquely 
identifies the user 402, while the content identifier 604 uniquely describes or identifies 
the requested content 404. Furthermore, the authentication process may require the 
user 402 to enter additional information via the remote control 106 or keyboard 108, 
such as a pass code or pass phrase, which reads on claimed "including a user interface 
for entering a second code, identifying a product to be bought, wherein the terminal is 
arranged to incorporate the second code in the transaction token in co-operation with 
the client secure device." Wherein, request 409 is made by user which include the 
content identifier entered by user either with remote of keyboard reads on claimed 
"including a user interface for entering a second code", the content identifier 604 reads 
on claimed "identifying a product to be bought", and digital information is retrieved by 
the smart card reader 305 and request 409 is sent including the user id and content 
identifier reads on claimed "second code in the transaction token in co-operation with 
the client secure device", as disclosed in paragraphs 0074, 0089 and 01 12. 

Regarding claim 9, Novak discloses everything claimed (see claim 7), in 
addition, Novak discloses STB 102 may include or be coupled to a smart card reader 
305 for accessing digital information stored within a smart card. A smart card is a non- 
volatile memory device that may include, for instance, a microprocessor. The smart card 
reader 305 is used to read identification credentials, such as digital signatures, digital 
certificates, pass codes, pass phrases, biometric data, or the like, from a user's smart 
card in order to authenticate the user for viewing requested digital content, which reads 
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on claimed "the terminal is arranged to include a digital signature with the transaction 
token in co-operation with the client secure device." Wherein, Smart card reader is 
used to read digital signatures reads on claimed "the terminal is arranged to include a 
digital signature", for viewing requested digital content reads on claimed "the transaction 
token", and to a smart card reader 305 for accessing digital information stored within a 
smart card reads on claimed "co-operation with the client secure device", as disclosed 
in paragraph 0074. 

Regarding claim 10, Novak discloses everything claimed (see claim 9), in 
addition, Novak discloses a user's identification credentials are read from a smart card 
410 inserted into a smart card reader 305. The identification credentials may include, for 
instance, a digital signature, a digital certificate, a pass code, and a pass phrase. 
Furthermore, authentication process may require the user 402 to enter additional 
information via the remote control 106 or keyboard 108, such as a pass code or pass 
phrase, which is likewise sent to the verification entity 406 with or following the request 
409, which reads on claimed "the terminal includes a user interface for entering a 
personal identification code, and is arranged to generate the digital signature using the 
personal identification code in co-operation with the client secure device." Wherein, 
enter additional information via the remote control 106 or keyboard 108 reads on 
claimed "the terminal includes a user interface for entering", pass code or pass phrase 
reads on claimed "personal identification code", and after authorization identification 
credentials are read from a smart card 410 inserted into a smart card reader 305 reads 
on claimed "arranged to generate the digital signature using the personal identification 
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code in co-operation with the client secure device", wherein digital signature is included 
in the in the identification credentials, as disclosed in paragraphs 0087 and 0089 

Regarding claim 11, Novak discloses everything claimed (see claim 7), in 
addition, Novak discloses a user's identification credentials are read from a smart card 
410 inserted into a smart card reader 305. The identification credentials may include, for 
instance, a digital signature, a digital certificate, a pass code, and a pass phrase. 
Furthermore, authentication process may require the user 402 to enter additional 
information via the remote control 106 or keyboard 108, such as a pass code or pass 
phrase, which is likewise sent to the verification entity 406 with or following the request 
409, which reads on claimed "the terminal includes a user interface for entering further 
details of the transaction, and is arranged to incorporate the entered details in the token 
in co-operation with the client secure device." Wherein, the remote control 106 or 
keyboard 108 reads on claimed "terminal includes a user interface for entering further 
details of the transaction", request 409 reads on claimed "token", and smart card reader 
305 reads on claimed "client secure device", as disclosed in paragraph 0087 and 0089. 

Regarding claim 12, Novak discloses everything claimed (see claim 7), in 
addition, Novak discloses STB 102 may use the temporary network connection 502 to 
access a verification entity 406, send a request 409, establish a user's identity, and 
receive a license 41 1, which reads on claimed "arranged to establish a communications 
link with an arbitrator system, and to transfer the token through the communications link 
to the arbitrator system." Wherein, network connection 502 reads on claimed 
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"communication link", verification entity 406 reads on claimed "arbitrator system", and a 
request 409 reads on claimed "token", as disclosed in paragraph 105. 

Regarding claim 14, Novak discloses everything claimed (see claim 7), in 
addition, Novak discloses a user's identification credentials are read from a smart card 
410 inserted into a smart card reader 305. The identification credentials may include, for 
instance, a digital signature, a digital certificate, a pass code, and a pass phrase, which 
reads on claimed "client secure device, suitable for use in a terminal according to claim 
7, and arranged to create at least part of the transaction token". Wherein, smart card 
reader 305 reads on claimed "client secure device", smart card 410 reads on claimed 
"terminal", and information reads from the smart card reader 305 creates partial part of 
the transaction on the user side reads on claimed "create at least part of the transaction 
token", as disclosed in paragraph 0087. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 13 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Novak, 
in view of Hendricks et al (United States Patent 7,134,131), hereinafter, referenced as 
Hendricks. 



Application/Control Number: 10/655,943 Page 15 

Art Unit: 4115 

Regarding claim 13, Novak discloses everything claimed (see claim 12), 
however, Novak fails to disclose "the terminal is arranged to receive a confirmation of 
the transaction from the arbitrator system, and has the capability of indicating receipt of 
the confirmation to the user". The examiner maintains that it was well known in the art to 
provide the system with "the terminal is arranged to receive a confirmation of the 
transaction from the arbitrator system, and has the capability of indicating receipt of the 
confirmation to the user", as taught by Hendricks. 

In the similar field of endeavor Hendricks discloses digital broadcast program 
billing. In addition, Hendricks discloses the order and authorization system 179 prepares 
an authorization confirmation signal 196' that is transmitted to the subscriber's terminal, 
such as the set top terminal 220. Furthermore, Hendricks discloses the order and 
authorization system 179 also sends the authorization signal 191 to a billing system 
1 94. The billing system 1 94, on receipt of the authorization signal 1 91 , prepares a billing 
record that may be sent to the subscriber on a periodic basis, which reads on claimed 
"the terminal is arranged to receive a confirmation of the transaction from the arbitrator 
system, and has the capability of indicating receipt of the confirmation to the user." 
Wherein, set top box terminal 220 reads on claimed "terminal", confirmation signal 196 
reads on claimed "confirmation of the transaction", authorization system 179 reads on 
clamed "arbitrator system", and billing record sent to customer reads on claimed "receipt 
of the confirmation to the user", as disclosed in lines 1 5-25 of column 24 and 1 1 -1 5 of 
column 28. 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify Novak by specifically providing "the terminal is 
arranged to receive a confirmation of the transaction from the arbitrator system, and has 
the capability of indicating receipt of the confirmation to the user", as taught by 
Hendricks for the purpose of notifying users of the ordered program and payment 
information. 

4. Claims 4 and 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Novak 

Regarding Claims 4 and 15, Novak discloses everything claimed as applied 
above in the rejection of claims 1-3, however Novak fails to disclose a computer 
readable medium. However, the examiner takes official notice of the fact that it was well 
known in the art to provide a computer readable medium. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was make to modify Novak by specifically providing computer 
readable medium for the purpose of software implementation of the apparatus of claims 
1-3. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Kunal Langhnoja whose telephone number is 571-270- 
3583. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 7:30-5. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jefferey Harold can be reached on 571-272-7519. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Kunal Langhnoja/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 41 15 

IK. U 



/Jefferey F Harold/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 41 15 



